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DATE:

October 19, 2010

TO:

Counties With New Agricultural Enterprise Areas (AEA)



Other Interested Parties and AEA Sponsors

FROM:

Keith Foye, Chief




Land Management Section




608-224-4603

SUBJECT:
Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) Agreement Fact Sheet, Application Instruction Form, New Application Form, and Sample New FPP Agreement 
I have attached an electronic copy of the Farmland Preservation Program (FPP) Agreement fact sheet, agreement Instruction Form, the new application form for FPP agreements, and a sample FPP agreement.  All of these meet the requirements in Subchapter IV, Chapter 91, Wis. Stats., under the new Working Lands Initiative.  Feel free to use these forms for farmers that wish to apply for a new farmland preservation agreement within areas proposed as Agricultural Enterprise Areas (AEA) through the promulgation of ATCP 53, Wis. Adm. Code.  

The department plans to present the final draft rule for ATCP 53, Wis. Adm. Code, at the upcoming ATCP Board meeting on October 27, 2010.  If the rule is approved by the Board, and if the Secretary signs the proposed rule and it is published before the end of 2010, by statute, the new rule would take effect on January 1, 2011.  That means that the department could begin signing new farmland preservation agreements within these AEAs after January 1, 2011.  You are free to begin to distribute the attached documents to interested farmers within the proposed AEA areas.  However, please be aware that if for some reason the proposed ATCP 53, Wis. Adm. Code, is not signed and published before the end of the year, the rule will not take effect at the beginning of 2011 and the department will not be able to sign the agreement.

Under the Working Lands Initiative, only eligible landowners located within an AEA designated by the department may enter into a farmland preservation agreement.  The department is currently working on an administrative rule to designate 12 areas in the state as AEAs.  Maps of the areas proposed for designation may be found on the department's website at http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/workinglands/map.jsp.  These maps can aid landowners in determining whether they are located within one of the 12 areas to be designated through administrative rule and therefore eligible to enter into an agreement.

The department would like allow landowners to begin to initiate the agreement application process because there are a number of steps that must be taken, both by the landowner and by the County, prior to submitting the application to DATCP.  Please refer to the FPP Agreement Instruction form for more information.

Also be aware that since the department is not authorized to sign new agreements until the AEA is in effect on January 1 in the year after the administrative rule designating the AEA is signed and published, the landowner will not be eligible for tax credits until the following tax year.  A farmland preservation agreement must be in effect on the last day of a calendar year to be eligible for the tax credits associated with the agreement for that tax year.  Agreements signed by the department after January 1, 2011, but prior to December 31, 2011, would be eligible for the tax year 2011 farmland preservation tax credits paid on tax returns submitted early in 2012.
Please contact Sandy Weisensel at (608) 224-4603 or at Sandy.Weisensel@wisconsin.gov if you have any questions about farmland preservation agreements and Coreen Fallat at (608) 224-4625 or at Coreen.Fallat@wisconsin.gov if you have any question about AEAs or about ATCP 53, Wis. Adm. Code.
cc:
Kathy Pielsticker, Director, Bureau of Land and Water Resources


Sandy Weisensel


Coreen Fallat
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